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1962, and 1964; the U.S. Open in 1960 and 
the British Open in 1961 and 1962. He 
twice represented the United States in 
the Ryder Cup Match, including serv-
ing as captain of the victorious Amer-
ican team in 1963. 

In 1997, he successfully battled pros-
tate cancer and is a champion of pro-
grams supporting cancer research and 
early detection. In addition to the nu-
merous charities he supports, Mr. 
Palmer led a fundraising drive creating 
the Arnold Palmer Hospital for Chil-
dren in Orlando and the Latrobe Area 
Hospital Charitable Foundation. 

Mr. Palmer has led by example in 
kindness, good sportsmanship, and gen-
erosity. Today, along with my col-
leagues, I ask Congress to award Mr. 
Palmer a gold medal in recognition of 
his service to the Nation in promoting 
excellence and good sportsmanship in 
golf. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING JOHANNA JUSTIN- 
JINICH 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, on 
Wednesday, May 6, 2009, Johanna Jus-
tin-Jinich, a resident of Timnath, CO, 
was senselessly murdered in Middle-
town, CT. Johanna was a member of 
the Class of 2010 at Wesleyan Univer-
sity—my alma mater. Faculty and stu-
dents alike describe a vibrant, intel-
ligent, creative, and compassionate 
young woman. A young woman whose 
short life was full of exuberance and 
study—and public service. Johanna’s 
friends note that her warmth, passion, 
and dedication to those she loved that 
defined her life to the very end. And 
these qualities are what they will miss 
the most. 

Johanna’s family and her friends 
have suffered an unspeakable loss and 
will no doubt continue to grieve for the 
loss of someone so compassionate, so 
dedicated, and so giving. Wesleyan Uni-
versity and the town of Timnath have 
witnessed the passing of one too young 
and with so much potential to serve 
the public good. She was particularly 
committed to helping women gain ac-
cess to proper health care and re-
sources, regardless of their means. 
Johanna’s concern for public health 
can be traced back to her family. Her 
maternal grandmother, a Holocaust 
survivor, was a doctor, as are both of 
her parents. 

As Wesleyan’s president, Michael 
Roth, said ‘‘We return to the rhythms 
of our campus lives with the memory 
of our loss still very fresh. We turn 
again, and we remember. May 
Johanna’s memory be a blessing to us 
all.’’∑ 
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COMMENDING CUSTOM CORDAGE, 
LLC 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the contributions of a tre-
mendously innovative small business 

from my home State of Maine—Custom 
Cordage, LLC—that has taken on the 
mission of helping lobstermen dispose 
of their old, unusable rope by trans-
forming it into charming gifts. 

When Maine lobstermen went to set 
their traps this spring, they first had 
to replace the rope they used to con-
nect one lobster trap to another as the 
result of a new regulation banning the 
use of traditional floating rope. It re-
quires lobster pots to be linked with 
sink-rope, the goal being to reduce the 
risk of entangling whales. Regrettably, 
Maine’s lobstermen face a financial 
burden as the new sink-rope can cost 
twice as much as float-rope and is far 
more expensive to maintain. Addition-
ally, the new regulation threatened to 
result in hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of unusable rope clogging local 
landfills. 

Aware of this mounting problem for 
Maine’s lobstermen, David Bird, owner 
of Custom Cordage, a Waldoboro com-
pany that manufactures a variety of 
rope, cord, and similar products, de-
cided last summer to begin making 
doormats out of retired float-rope. This 
colorful float-rope is uniquely weath-
ered by seasons of use and exposure to 
salt water, producing a distinctive and 
lasting gift. Previously, the repur-
chased float-rope was melted and re-
formed as cheap plastic pots for plants. 
Now, the float-rope is beginning to 
grace the front doors of houses across 
the country in the form of high-qual-
ity, handwoven doormats. 

Mr. Bird’s creative and novel idea has 
caught the Nation’s attention quickly. 
His company produces roughly 40 mats 
each day, and customers from across 
the Nation purchase over a thousand 
mats per month! An exceptional prod-
uct, these vivid doormats were recently 
acknowledged as the ‘‘Best New Prod-
uct’’ at this year’s New England Prod-
ucts Trade Show in Portland. 

Maine’s lobster industry, comprised 
of more than 7,000 owner-operated 
small businesses, is a pillar of Maine’s 
fishing industry and of our State’s 
economy. Thanks to the forward-look-
ing actions of Mr. Bird, lobstermen can 
more effectively offset the cost of up-
grading to sink-rope, and the old float- 
rope can be kept out of local landfills. 
My sincerest thanks to Mr. Bird and 
everyone at Custom Cordage for their 
devotion to building forward-thinking 
small businesses that help our environ-
ment, our lobstermen, and our local 
economy. I wish them all success with 
this and future endeavors.∑ 
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COMMENDING MAINE FLOAT-ROPE 
COMPANY 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the contributions of a tre-
mendously innovative small business 
from my home State of Maine—the 
Maine Float-Rope Company—that has 
taken on the mission of helping 
lobstermen dispose of their old, unus-
able rope by transforming it into 
charming gifts. 

When Maine lobstermen went to set 
their traps this spring, they first had 
to replace the rope they used to con-
nect one lobster trap to another as the 
result of a new regulation banning the 
use of traditional floating rope. It re-
quires lobster pots to be linked with 
sink-rope, the goal being to reduce the 
risk of entangling whales. Regrettably, 
Maine’s lobstermen face a financial 
burden as the new sink-rope can cost 
twice as much as float-rope and is far 
more expensive to maintain. Addition-
ally, the new regulation threatened to 
result in hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of unusable rope clogging local 
landfills. 

Seeking to keep the old rope out of 
landfills, Penny Johnston, a sales and 
marketing specialist, established the 
Waldoboro-based Maine Float-Rope 
Company in April of this year. Her goal 
was to ramp up sale of the resourceful 
doormats that a local company, Cus-
tom Cordage, began creating last sum-
mer out of retired float-rope. Specifi-
cally, her company sells the attractive 
and durable Down East Doormats that 
are constructed using the colorful 
float-rope that is uniquely weathered 
by seasons of use and exposure to salt 
water. Previously, the repurchased 
float-rope was melted and reformed as 
cheap plastic pots for plants. Now, the 
float-rope is beginning to grace the 
front doors of houses across the coun-
try in the form of high-quality, 
handwoven doormats. In fact, since Ms. 
Johnston’s involvement, sales have 
skyrocketed, with Maine Float-Rope 
selling over a thousand mats per 
month! 

In addition, Maine Float-Rope do-
nates a percentage of its profits to or-
ganizations that support the vitality of 
lobstermen, the protection of North 
Atlantic right whales, and a host of 
groups that advocate for environ-
mentally sound practices. An excep-
tional product, the vivid Down East 
Doormat was recently acknowledged as 
the ‘‘Best New Product’’ at this year’s 
New England Products Trade Show in 
Portland. 

Ms. Johnston, who calls herself a 
‘‘green entrepreneur,’’ has a successful 
record of starting businesses based on 
creative uses of old and recycled mate-
rial. Prior to founding the Maine 
Float-Rope Company, Ms. Johnston 
started The Maine Barn Furniture 
Company, which took wood from old, 
dilapidated barns and used it to make 
handsome tables. She also started His-
toric Hardscapes, a unique business 
that reclaims and reuses old hand-cut 
granite from abandoned farmlands and 
quarries across the State. Down East 
Doormats are one more example of how 
Ms. Johnston finds innovative ways to 
turn what others would simply discard 
into high-quality products. 

Maine’s lobster industry, comprised 
of more than 7,000 owner-operated 
small businesses, is a pillar of Maine’s 
fishing industry and of our State’s 
economy. Thanks to the actions of Ms. 
Johnston, lobstermen can more effec-
tively offset the cost of upgrading to 
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